
Venture Connect - 2020 Summit -  Agenda DAY ONE

Tuesday, March 17

Ballroom Level 300 Level 402 Mezzanine

TIME PRESENT CONNECT RELAX PITCH LEARN PARTNER MEET
9:00 AM
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9:30 AM

eCom Cluster 
Meeting

(Invite Only)
10:30 AM

QueenCity Fintech Pitches
(Invite Only)

SEIG Meeting
(Invite Only)

1:00 PM Tales from the Frontline: From Scaling 
to Success
Come hear from two technology leaders about the 
challenges, strategies, and lessons learned as they 
scaled their company, Relias Learning, with CEO Jim 
Triandiflou and Founder and Chief Product Officer, 
Mike Mutka.

1:50 PM Business Optimized Companies
Adzerk | EasyVote Solutions Inc | Keen Decision 
Systems | LearnPlatform | Zynbit 

Life Digitized Companies
Bundle | CARL, Inc. | Courtroom5 | Coworks | Equity 
Shift | Flow ROI | Home Lending Pal | One Donation 
| PERMITS.com

Emotional Intelligence
Emotional intelligence is often 
tauted as being a strong predictor 
of big success. Join us as we 
explore this important topic with 
Donna Rhode of Vaco.

2:40 PM Networking Break Networking Break

3:15 PM The Rise of Fintech in NC
It's well-known that North Carolina is becoming a 
Fintech hub. This panel showcases the companies at 
the forefront of this rise.
Dan Roselli, CFV Ventures
Justin Benson, Spreedly
Chip Mahan, Live Oak Bancshares
Bob Youakim, Passport

Life Digitized Companies
Advanced Nanocoatings Incorporated | AgEye 
Technology | Green Stream Technologies Inc | mesur.
io, Inc | Metallum3D Inc. | NALA Systems, Inc. | 
Phase Dock Inc. | Trio Labs | Venti LLC

Company Culture
"Culture eats strategy for 
breakfast" - come learn why 
establishing the right culture is 
important to getting things right 
in your business with Jenn 
Giordano, SmartfulWorks.

4:00 PM Business Optimized Companies
Allstacks | Diveplane Corporation | SENTIO | 
StrongKey 

Business Optimized Companies
6AM City | Blue Recruit, Inc | CERCA | Feedstation 
| Floodlight Software | Newsco Inc. | Reflekt Me | 
Plan2Play | Protopia | Startomatic

Building and Leveraging Your 
Board: Best practices and 
insights from National Association 
of Corporate Directors.

5:00 PM Art of the Pivot
Come hear the story of AvidXchange a unicorn 
success. Chris Elmore, AvidXchange

5:30 PM

EVENING RECEPTION
OPEN TO ALL ATTENDEES

7:00 PM OFFSITE LOCATION
The Grepbeat After Party

Trophy Brewing + Tap
Sponsored by Grepbeat

OFFSITE LOCATION
Investor Dinner

(Invite Only)



Venture Connect - 2020 Summit -  Agenda DAY TWO

Wednesday, March 18

Ballroom Level 300 Level 402 Mezzanine

TIME PRESENT CONNECT RELAX PITCH LEARN PARTNER MEET
7:30 AM

Angel and Early Stage 
Investor Reverse Pitches

Tech CEO 
Breakfast
(Invite Only)

9:00 AM Consumer Disruption in Healthcare
Dave Weery, Co-founder, 
President, COO, Well
Steve Nelson, Co-Founder, Carbon
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9:55 AM Life Digitized Companies
ProAxion Inc. | The Climate Service | Voxelight LLC 
| Wellnectiy

Business Optimized Companies
Arpio | Blue Eye Soft Corp | CAARMO | DataClarity 
Corporation | Elevon | MuukLabs | Squirrel 
Compliancy Solutions, Inc. | Sunder Networks | 
Swell Systems, Inc | Threat Sketch, LLC

Life Science Investor 
Reverse Pitches

Med Device 
Cluster 
Meeting

(Invite Only)

10:45 AM Networking Break Networking Break

11:15 AM Board Management - Building the Optimal 
Relationship
Kimberly Simpson, Director, Strategic Content, NCDA 
Wendy DiCicco, Board Member, Eye Point 
Pharamecutials 
Rick Timmins, Former Board Chairman and Member of 
Central Texas Angel Network

11:55 AM Life Digitized Companies
Applied LifeSciences and Systems Poultry, Inc. | 
Gavilan Biodesign | Lindy Biosciences, Inc. | 
Nufabrx | NuPulseCV

Life Improved Companies
Betr Health | Hank AI, Inc. | OpiAID. LLC | 
PrimeNeuro | RelayOne | Revibe Technologies | 
Sntheisis Inc | Sweetie Pie Organics

Tech Investor 
Reverse Pitches

12:45 PM Networking Break Networking Break

1:05 PM LUNCH KEYNOTE
How to Nuture the Crazy Ideas that Win 
Wars, Cure Diseases and Transform 
Industries
Safi Bachell

NC School of Science and Math
Student Presentations

2:45 PM Networking Break Networking Break

3:25 PM Biotech in the Decade Ahead - Promises 
and Challenges
What an honor to hear from Stelios Papadopoulos on 
his thoughts in the biotech industry as it 
continues to evolve. Stelios Papadopolus, Biogen, 
Exelixis, Inc. and Reulus Therapeutics, Inc. 

4:05 PM Life Improved Companies
Baebies, Inc | Cell Microsystems, Inc. | Gemelli 
Biotech | Metabolon, Inc. | RFPI, Inc.

Life Improved Companies
Anniluxx Biotechnology | Ares Immunotherapy | 
EncepHeal Therapeutics | EternaTear | MicroElastic 
Ultrasound Systems | PhosphoGam | Plakous 
Therapeutics, Inc. | Praetego, Inc. | Renovian, 
Inc. | SportGait | TRPblue Inc. 

Getting Press for 
your Start-up
An interactive session on how to 
attract the best press for your 
start-up delivered by GrepBeat

5:30 PM

EVENING RECEPTION
OPEN TO ALL ATTENDEES

7:00 PM
OFFSITE LOCATION
Investor Dinner

(Invite Only)



Venture Connect - 2020 Summit -  Agenda DAY THREE

Thursday, March 19

Ballroom Level 300 Level 402 Mezzanine

TIME PRESENT CONNECT RELAX PITCH LEARN PARTNER MEET
7:30 AM LS CEO 

Breakfast
(Invite Only)

9:00 AM Chasing Miracles & Finding a Cure
John Crowley, Chairman of the Board, CEO, Amicus 
Therapeutics
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9:55 AM Life Improved Companies
Arrevus | Enzerna Biosciences, Inc | IMMvention 
Therapeutix, Inc. | Tellus Therapeutics, Inc.

Life Improved Companies 
AnelleO, Inc.  | Aptus Bioreactors | BioAesthetics 
| BiomedInnovations LLC | Cytex Therapeutics, Inc. 
| Intake | Sparta Biomedical, Inc. | URO - 1, Inc. 
| VitalFlo Inc. 

The Impact of your Health on 
your Business
Becky Jacobs, Simple Change

10:35 AM
Networking Break Networking Break

11:05 AM Leading Emerging Growth Companies:
A CEO Perspective
This session explores the leadership ups and downs 
associated with being at the helm of an emerging 
growth life science company.
Sheila Mikhail, CEO, Presdient, Co-Founder, AskBio 
; Sapan Shah, CEO, Stride Bio ; Michael Solomon, 
CEO, Ribometrix, Kath Hiah, Spark Therapeutics, 
Moderator: Joe Lee, JP Morgan

11:45 AM Life Improved Companies
Cereius, Inc. | Evecxia, Inc. | EydisBio, Inc. | 
Veralox Therapeutics, LLC

Life Improved Companies
Achelios Therapeutics | Advanced Chemotherapy 
Technologies | Altis Biosystems, Inc. | Avior Bio 
Inc | Basking Biosciences, Inc | BioLink Life 
Sciences, Inc. | Dermisense Inc | LabVoice | 
MicroMed Technologies | QATCH Technolgies | Redbud 
Labs

Brand + Reputation = Value
Want to know the real secret to 
increasing your company’s market 
value? According to the World 
Economic Forum, more than 25% of a 
company's market value is directly 
attributable to its reputation. 
Learn the basic steps to build a 
brand with value. Presented By 
BAERING

12:25 PM Networking Break Networking Break

12:45 PM Engines of Innovation
he Research Triangle Park is blessed with 3 great universities; Duke, North 
Carolina State University and the University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill. 
Collectively they garner  $2.6 billion of federal research funding (2nd highest 
cluster in the United States) and as a result, every year spin off great innovative 
companies like StrideBio (UNC), LocusBiosciences (NCSTATE) and Precision 
Biosciences (Duke). Attendees will hear what the latest breakthrough each school is 
working on and what companies might be next to emerge from theses "engines of 
innovation"
Speakers:
Robin Rasor, Executive Director, Office of Licensing and Ventures, 
Duke University
Aravind Asokan,(StrideBio , TorqueBiio)  University Professor and 
Director of Gene Therapy--Duke University School of Medicine
Wade Fulghum, Assistant Vice Chancellor at NC State Office of 
Research Commercialization
Rodolphe Barrangou  (Locus, Intellia Therapeutics, Caribou 
biosciences and NewCo) Todd R. Klaenhammer Distinguished 
Professor, NC State University; Editor in Chief at The CRISPR 
Journal
Judith Cone, Vice Chancellor Innovation, Entrepreneurship & 
Economic Development


